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We had 20 sessions
scheduled for 2006.  Out of
those 20 sessions, we held
an estimated 8 sessions.
This comes to 40% of the
sessions were actually
viewable.  While this was
slightly better than 2005,
with 33% of the sessions
being held, we are seeing a
decrease in the number of
people attending.  Normally
we average about 25 peo-
ple a session.  This past
year we averaged about 10
people per session.

This was an uneventful
year astronomically with
nothing spectacular hap-
pening during our session
times.  Of the sessions that
we did have, many were

marginal with overcast skies that were supposed to clear up or clear
skies that were going to cloud up.  We also had foggy sessions, hazy
sessions and sessions with high winds.  On December 1st, we got
dumped on with 10” of snow, but it had cleared up well before the
start time.  The Observatory Director drove down to the park only to
find that they didn’t even plow out the driveway or parking lot.  So he
just turned around and went home.  Other excitement for the
Observatory Director was that he got a flat tire from a chunk of wood,
of all things, at one session and didn’t notice until he was packing his
car.  This added about an hour to leaving.  This is one reason to
never leave a person alone at an observing site and why we use the
buddy-system rule when leaving the park.
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Date Weather Attendance

Friday, January 6 30°, overcast 0 people

Friday, January 20 30°, snowing
(heavy)

0 people

Friday, February 3 38°, overcast/
mostly cloudy

0 people

Friday, February 17 10°, overcast 0 people
Friday, March 3 27°, partly

cloudy to clear
9 people

Friday, March 17 30°, partly
cloudy to clear

? people

Friday, April 7 33°, partly
cloudy

4 people

Friday, April 21 59°, mostly
cloudy

0 people

Friday, May 5 48°, clear 11 people
Friday, May 19 47°, partly

cloudy
? people

Friday, August 4 73°, clear 15 people
Friday, August 18 70°, overcast 0 people

Friday, September 15 66°, partly
cloudy to clear

12 people

Friday, September 29 56°, rain 0 people

Friday, October 13 42°, overcast 0 people
Friday, October 27 45°, overcast 0 people
Friday, November 3 33°, clear then

overcast
11 people

Friday, November 10 37°, thunder-
storm / rain

0 people

Friday, December 1 25°, partly
cloudy

0 people

Friday, December 15 36°, hazy 0 people

At the Observatory 2006

Easy way to donate to W.A.S. that won’t cost you a dime

If you already have and use Pick’n Save’s Advantage Saver’s Club card, please consider adding W.A.S. to it.  Our six-digit number is
923500.  You can pick up a change form at the Customer Service desk.  If you don’t have a card, or don’t shop at Pick’n Save, please
consider doing so to help W.A.S. raise money.
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April 2 Full

April 10 Last Quarter

April 17 New

April 24 First Quarter

May 2 Full

May 10 Last Quarter

May 16 New

May 23 First Quarter

May 31 Full

June 8 Last Quarter

June 14 New

June 22 First Quarter

June 30 Full

Skywatch

Lunar Phases

Note that the Cat’s Eye Nebula is almost exactly at the North Ecliptic Pole.

Observer’s Corner:
The Cat’s Eye Nebula (NGC 6543)
This quarter we will be pointing our telescopes north toward Draco the Dragon
at a small planetary nebula called the Cat’s Eye Nebula.  This is a fairly bright
planetary nebula at a magnitude of 8.3, but I will warn you that at a size of 22.0
x 16.0 arc seconds it is going to look like a star at low magnification.  You will
need to bring up the magnification to around 150X to see this planetary well.
But due to the difficulty of locating this planetary, start out by using a low power
(50X) eyepiece.  Once you see a “star” that might be it, bring up the
magnification to see if the object changes in size.

We start by locating the large constellation Draco (see the main map), which
winds around Ursa Minor, the Little Dipper.  Your goal is to get to the four 5th

magnitude stars w (Omega), 27, 42 and 36 Draconis that form a narrow
trapezoid where the Cat’s Eye Nebula is centered at the edges of your
finderscope field (see the finderscope map).  I chose to go from the bowl of the
Little Dipper going along a line perpendicular to the bottom of the bowl to z
(Zeta) Draconis.  You will notice that the stars 19, 20 and 18 Draconis form a
line with z (Zeta) Draconis.  We want to follow that line looking first for w
(Omega) and 27 Draconis and then for 42 and 36 Draconis.  Note that your
finderscope may not be able to fit these four stars in the field of view as shown
in the finderscope view.  You will want to center the telescope between these
four stars.

The Cat’s Eye Nebula is located next to a 9th magnitude star (see the eyepiece
map).  That star is along a line of two 9th magnitude stars and two 10th

magnitude stars.  If you do a good job of centering the telescope between w
(Omega), 27, 42 and 36 Draconis, the Cat’s Eye Nebula should be in your
eyepiece.

- Tim Grunewald

Eyepiece View

Finderscope View
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Observatory Activities
(Free and Open to the Public)

April 13 8:30 Deep sky observing.  Locate Leo, the Lion.  See Venus and Saturn

April 20 9:00 Observing the moon and deep sky objects.  Celebrate Astronomy Day.  See 
a crescent moon and the brighter deep sky objects.  See Venus and Saturn.

May 11 9:30 Deep sky observing.  Locate Virgo, the Virgin.  See Venus and Saturn.

May 18 9:30 Observing the moon and deep sky objects.  Come early to see a 2 day old 
moon.  Locate Bootes, the Herdsman.  See Venus and Saturn.

No scheduled sessions for June. Note: Jupiter is cl osest to Earth on June 7 th.

Note: All observatory dates fall on a Friday, and are held at Froemming Park, on 51st Street 
between Ryan Rd. and Puetz Rd.

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES
FOR

The Wehr Astronomical Society
http://www.wehrastro.org

Regular Meetings
(Free and Open to the Public)

April 10, 2007 7:00 p.m.
Wehr Nature Center
Extraterrestrial Intelligence and the Drake Equatio n
Dr. Joe Otu, Physics professor at U.W. Waukesha, will give a talk on extraterrestrial intelligence 
and the Drake equation.

May 8, 2007 7:00 p.m.
Wehr Nature Center
TBA  See www.wehrastro.org for updates

June 12, 2007 
No Meeting
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WEHR ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY, INC.
9701 WEST COLLEGE AVE.
FRANKLIN , WI 53132

W.A.S. Board of Directors and Officers

President: Joe Carlone
Vice-President: Charlotte Du Pree
Secretary: Alan Kent
Treasurer: Sandy Dombeck
Observatory Director: Tim Grunewald
Newsletter Editor: Adam Machajewski
Membership: Sandy Dombeck
Proofreading: Donna Grunewald

Wehr Astronomical Society
Phone: (414) 425-8550
http://www.wehrastro.org

Contact a board member if you are interested in a p o-
sition.
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The official newsletter of the Wehr

Astronomical Society.

We are a group of amateur as-
tronomers organized to promote the
study of astronomy and further public
and members' interest in astronomy.
We have been serving the Milwaukee
area since 1981 and welcome the pub-
lic to our meetings. Our aim is to give
guidance and information to those who
want help in the pursuit of stargazing.

Back issues of starrynights can be
requested or downloaded from our
website at: www.wehrastro.org


