W.A.S. at Grace Lutheran School
for the Mercury Transit

Our Observatory Director, Tim
Grunewald, spent the after-
noon of November 8" with the
children at Grace Lutheran
School in Oak Creek to show
them the transit of Mercury
across the sun. He started out
by showing each grade what to
expect by using the computer
lab to bring up diagrams that
were located on the Internet.
Then each grade was brought
outside to view the transit through a telescope.

Also included in the talk was a safety lecture when using a telescope to look at
the sun. Tim demonstrated this by using a Fresnel lens from an overhead
projector to focus the rays of the sun on a piece of paper that had a picture of
an eye on it. Once the sun was focused on the paper, the paper immediately
smoked and there was a hole burned in the paper. This demonstrated that you
need to have a filter on the front of the telescope when viewing the sun.

Each class got a chance to look through the telescope. We did have to dodge
clouds throughout the day, but everyone was impressed with the view.

City Aurora

On the evening of December 14 the solar
remnants of a Cornal Mass Ejection im-
pacted the Earths magnetic field lighting
up the Northern sky over Milwaukee.
Todd Weiler snapped these shots from
the South Shore Yacht Club in Bayview.
Nice work. For more info on the Aurora Todd Weiler
Borealis check out: aea

http://www.spaceweather.com
http://sohowww.nascom.nasa.gov/
Nice shots Todd. Thanks.




Skywatch

Observer’s Corner: NGC 2392,
the Eskimo Nebula

This quarter we are going to look at the small planetary
nebula NGC 2392 or more commonly called the Eskimo
Nebula. This planetary nebula is in the constellation
Gemini, located near the middle of the body of the
Pollux twin. The Eskimo Nebula is, like most planetary
nebulas, a small, round fuzzball when viewed in a
telescope. If you are used to looking at the Dumbbell or
Ring Nebula, this nebula is much smaller and may be
difficult to locate. Itis only 47 x 43 arc seconds across,
which is about 0.8 x 0.7 arc minutes across. Keep in
mind that the Ring Nebula is 1.4 x 1.0 arc minutes and the Dumbbell Nebula is
8.0 x 5.7 arc minutes across. The Eskimo Nebula has a brightness of 9.1
magnitudes. Even though this seems somewhat dim, due to its almost stellar
size, it is easy to see. The Eskimo Nebula is about 3,000 light years away.

To locate the Eskimo Nebula, go to the middle of the Gemini twin Pollux at the
star Wasat (delta (d) Geminorum). Wasat is shown on the edge of the
finderscope field of view in the map on this page. Look for the kite shape of
stars as shown on the map as a grey outline. The Eskimo Nebula is in
between two of them and out a bit. You are looking for a fuzzy “star” that is
next to another star.

Tim Grunewald

Lunar Phases

O January 3 Full
(P Januvary11l  LastQuarter
‘ January 18  New
D January 25  First Quarter
O February 2 Full
O February 10  Last Quarter
@ rFebruary17  New
0 February 24  First Quarter
O March 3 Full
O March 11 Last Quarter
. March 18 New
D March 25 First Quarter




Regular Meetings

(Free and Open to the Public)
January 9, 2007 7:00 p.m.
Wehr Nature Center
Latest Discoveries on Mars
Jay Wichmann will discuss the latest discoveries on Mars

February 12, 2007 7:00 p.m.
Wehr Nature Center
TBA

March 13, 2007 7:00 p.m.
Wehr Nature Center
TBA

Observatory Activities
(Free and Open to the Public)

January 12 7:00 Deep Sky observing. Locate Auriga, the Charioteer

January 26 7:00  Observing the moon and deep sky objects. See a 1st quarter moon and the
brighter deep sky objects.

February 9 7:00 Deep sky observing. Locate Orion, the Hunter and see the Great Orion
Nebula. See Saturn (closest to Earth on February 10th).

February 23 7:00  Observing the moon and deep sky objects. See a 1st quarter moon and the
brighter deep sky objects. See Saturn.

March 9 7:00 Deep sky observing. Locate Cancer, the Crab. See Saturn.

March 23 8:00 Observing the moon and deep sky objects. See a crescent moon and the
brighter deep sky objects. See Venus and Saturn.

Note: All observatory dates fall on a Friday, and are held at Froemming Park, on 51* Street
between Ryan Rd. and Puetz Rd.
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Contact a board member if you are interestedinap  o-
sition.

We are a group of amateur as-
tronomers organized to promote the
study of astronomy and further public
and members' interest in astronomy.
We have been serving the Milwaukee
area since 1981 and welcome the pub-
lic to our meetings. Our aim is to give
guidance and information to those who
want help in the pursuit of stargazing.

Back issues of starrynights can be
requested or downloaded from our
website at: www.wehrastro.org




