Curious George at the Library

On June 3rd, 2006 the Wehr Astronomical society helped to kick-off Milwau-
kee's Summer Reading Program at Milwaukee's downtown public library. This
year's theme was "Curious George" a delightful tale about a little monkey who
is curious about everything. That everything included astronomy as members
Todd Weiler, Jan-Marie Weiler and Greg Gonia set up a 10" Meade LX200 for
the adults and children to look at sunspots on the sun. As fate would have it,
the Sun was a clean as a cue ball despite the cloudless day. Time for plan B.
We set up some miniature Apollo and Space shuttle models and invited
everyone to look through a telescope. We got a lot of takers and everyone
wanted to go find the models which were hung under some street lights 60 feet
away at the library entrance. For hands-on we had a real meteorite that thrilled
the kids with its rusty dented appearance and heavy weight.

We were mixed in with other activities such as a petting zoo, a fire truck and all
kinds of inside activities. We handed out a lot of schedules and answered a lot
of questions from curious attendees. About 200 people walked through the the
Wehr exhibit. Hopefully we'll see some of them at the observing sessions
where we can look at real stars and other wonders.

-Todd Weiler



Skywatch

Observer’'s Corner: M30

This quarter we are going to look at the small
globular cluster M30 in Capricornus. It is about
26,000 light years away and with an apparent
diameter of about 12 arc minutes, it is about 90
light years across. It is fairly bright, at magnitude
7.5. At low power it appears like a dim star with a
hazy glow around it. At higher powers, it appears
as a small, dense haze in suburban skies.

Capricornus is east of Sagittarius. We start at the upper, eastern end of the
constellation which is the star delta (d) Capricorni. Look for gamma (g) and
kappa (k) Capricorni and follow the line in-between them to get to epsilon (€)
Capricorni. Continue on until you get to zeta (z) Capricorni. At this point you
will see what looks like a “C” shape of stars. You want to go away from the “C”
shape, almost perpendicular to the line between the two brightest stars on the
back of it. You will come to a 5" magnitude star and just to the west of it is
M30.

Also, in the area this fall is the newly classified “dwarf planet” 1 Ceres, which is
located in the asteroid belt. Giuseppe Piazzi discovered it on January 1, 1801.
It was the first asteroid discovered, and thus why it is prefixed with the number
1. | have plotted the course of 1 Ceres for the next few months to give you an
approximate location. You can get more accurate coordinates from NASA’s
HORIZONS system at http://ssd.jpl.nasa.gov/horizons.cgi or from Harvard-
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics at http://cfa-www.harvard.edu/iau/
Ephemerides/Bright/2006/00001.html.
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Regular Meetings

(Free and Open to the Public)
October 11, 2006
Wehr Nature Center
How the Constellations Came to Be
Astronomy magazine's Senior Editor, Michael Backich will be talking on how we got to the 88
constellations in the sky.

November 14, 2006
Wehr Nature Center
Starting out Right in Astronomy: What you need to k now before you purchase a telescope
for Christmas Understanding telescope terminology is difficult. Tim Grunewald, Wehr Astronomy
ical Society's Observatory Director, will help you make sense of it all.

December 12, 2006
No Meeting

Observatory Activities
(Free and Open to the Public)

October 13 7:30  Deep sky observing. Locate the Summer Triangle

October 27 7:00 Observing the moon and deep sky objects. See a crescent moon and the
brighter deep sky objects.

November3  7:00 Observing the moon and deep sky objects. See a full moon and the brighter
deep sky objects.

November 10 7:00 Deep sky observing. Locate the Andromeda Galaxy.

December1  7:00 Observing the moon and deep sky objects. See a gibbous moon and the
brighter deep sky objects.

December 15 7:00 Deep sky observing. Locate the constellation Perseus.

Note: All observatory dates fall on a Friday, and are held at Froemming Park, on 51* Street
between Ryan Rd. and Puetz Rd.
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Contact a board member if you are interestedinap  o-
sition.

We are a group of amateur as-
tronomers organized to promote the
study of astronomy and further public
and members' interest in astronomy.
We have been serving the Milwaukee
area since 1981 and welcome the pub-
lic to our meetings. Our aim is to give
guidance and information to those who
want help in the pursuit of stargazing.

Back issues of starrynights can be
requested or downloaded from our
website at: www.wehrastro.org




